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lie would move forward to the heights. He had hitherto deferred doing so from want of a sufficient force. Lord Hood might find himself mistaken in his hopes of an immediate surrender, as he had been.before; any supply of provisions thrown into Bastia would prevent it. He would therefore take a position on the heights; his right extended as far as the present Swiss post; a body of men upon the ground the 69th formerly occupied; the left upon the top of the mountain immediately over the French posts. To this last he would bring heavy artillery, and, as it would consequently be the point of attack, the 5 I st should have it. He calculated he could move 1500 or 1600 rank and file, leaving a sufficient force in St. Fiorenzo. Upon all this he asked no opinion, but delivered it as his intention. Much conversation passed between him, the Quartermaster-General Nepean, the Adjutant-General, and myself, from which his ignorance of the arrangements necessary for such a movement were but too apparent. So many difficulties will be thrown in his way in forwarding provisions, ammunition, &c.? that I am not without hopes that General Stuart will arrive before we can possibly strike our tents.
Captain Nepean has received orders to go to-morrow morning early to mark the encampment, and an order was issued this evening for the troops encamped and in St. Fiorenzo to hold themselves in readiness to move upon the shortest notice. I have received letters from my father dated 2 5th April. People at home are much surprised at Dundas's leaving his command. I own it is the part of his conduct which I always blamed the most. I remember saying so in a conversation I had at the time with Sir Gilbert Elliot; but he was of opinion that matters had come to such a pitch between Dundas and Lord Hood that one of them must have quitted. Lord Hood could not, and therefore the other was right to do it. Sir Gilbert said he was glad Dundas went, as he was determined to attempt nothing. Sir Gilbert was of opinion that it was absolutely necessary to attempt something. No importance was therefore attached to the General's opinion that our force was